CHAPTER   IV
THE  HOME  OFFICE  AND  THE
FIFTH  COLUMN
WHAT   IS   THE   FIFTH   COLUMN?
IN ORDER TO adopt the strategy of revolution we
need two things: first the co-operation on terms of complete
mutual confidence between our Government and the men
and women of the oppressed peoples of Europe who are
experienced in the technique of illegal warfare, and
secondly, the assurance that Hitler is not permitted to-
build in this country a Fifth Column, Obviously these
two requirements are closely related. If we build an organ
of European revolution we shall have to face the risk
that Nazi agents may get inside it and use it against our-
selves. All illegal movements are in danger of "penetration"
by their opponents. It was only after the October Revolu-
tion, for instance, that the Russian revolutionists discovered
that one, at least, of the most trusted members of its ex-
ecutive committee had been a Gzarist police spy. While
we make every effort to place our own people in key
positions in the Nazi movement, we can be sure that the
Nazis also are active, trying to get their own men into
places of influence in Whitehall, in the Secret Service, in
the Police and industry. This, of course, was the practice
in the last war, but this time the position is complicated
by the novel characteristics of total warfare* Since this
is no longer a mere war between the governments and
armjes of nation-states, but a civil war between the men
behind the Nazi war machine and the people of Europe,
the simple division between the British fighting for Great